
When Helen, queen of Sparta, was taken across the sea to the city of Troy (also called Ilium) by its 
prince, Paris, her husband Menelaus raised a large Achaean (Greek) force, led by his brother King 
Agamemnon, to bring her back; In the war's ninth year, Agamemnon offended his greatest warrior, ' 
Achilles, who vowed to fight no more till th e matter was redressed. His goddess-mother Thetis 
persuaded Zeus, king of the gods, to favor the Trojans in battle. 

times, the Olympian gods took sides in the war — Apollo and Aphrodite favoring the Trojans, Hera 
SnSMenaWhe Argives (Greeks)— till Zeus himself turned the tide of battle temporarily in favor of 
jr8$and her allies. The Achaeans were driven behind their ship-wall, and it seemed that Hector, Troy's 
■rn i q h'tieSt^^iSjj m i g ht burn their vessels. Se WiBw he foremost Achaeans were wounded... and., 
jfrjojans advanced, till Hector was near enough to reach out and touch a ship... 
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the Glossary of the ft 



Admonition — counsel, advice, or caution 

Amid - in the middle of; surrounded by; among 

Anoint - to consecrate or make sacred in a ceremony that 
includes the token applying of oil 

Bellow - a very loud utterance or other sound; roar 

Chieftain — a leader of a group, band, clan or tribe 

Clarion - loud and clear 

Corslet - body armor, usually consisting of a breastplate and back piece 

Despoil — to strip of possessions, rob, plunder or pillage 

Dire - causing or involving great fear or suffering; dreadful, terrible 

Exhort — to urge, advise, or caution earnestly 

Flit - to move lightly and swiftly 

Gird - to put on; to fasten to or around securely 

Graven — carved; sculptured 

Greave — leg armor worn below the knee 

Heed - to pay attention to; listen to and consider 

Hew — to strike forcibly with an ax, sword, 
or other cutting instrument 

Impetuous - of, pertaining to, or characterized by 
sudden or rash action, emotion 

Imposter — a person who practices deception under 
an assumed character, identity, or name 

Melee - a confused hand-to-hand fight 
or struggle among several people 

Morsel - a bite, mouthful, or small portion of food 

Pine — to yearn deeply; suffer with longing; long painfully 

Prophesy - to foretell or predict; to indicate beforehand 

Rouse — to stir or incite to strong indignation or anger 

Sack - to pillage or loot after capture; plunder 

Sally - a sudden rushing forth or activity 

Spit — to pierce or stab; impale on something sharp 

Steed - a horse, especially a spirited one 

Unwearying - showing sustained enthusiastic action or vitality 

iiight - produced or shaped by beating with a hammer 




